
Fast writing and slow writing
It is important for all pupils to understand the need for different speeds and standards of writing for different
tasks. Many people do not realise the effect of writing at different speeds on their script so this exercise can be
useful in many ways.

The most efficient writers have already worked this out for themselves, indeed if their script is very efficient,
perhaps narrow and slanting, there may be little visible difference when they reach their maximum speed. They
are lucky. In the case of special needs teachers your pupils may need more guidance. By asking anyone to
perform the simple exercises shown below both they and you will learn. Your pupils’ perception of what
comprises best handwriting might differ from yours. Sometimes their fastest writing is the most mature,
sometimes it is a disaster. Either way it is a good starting point for discussion.

You may also need to discuss when the different levels are most appropriate. Print script need not be derided. It
is useful for labelling maps and diagrams, but it becomes tiring on the wrist when written at speed. It can also
appear immature. Fast writing is still still necessary in order to get enough down in an examination and very
fast scribble usually is adequate for notes that only the writer needs to read. 
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